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FOOD AND AGRICULTURE 
ORGANIZATION OF THE UNITED 
NATIONS (FAO)
Dubbeling M, Bucatariu C, Santini G. et al. City re-
gion food systems and food waste management. 
Linking urban and rural areas for sustainable and 
resilient development. Rome: Food and Agriculture 
Organization of the United Nations. 2017; 186 p. Job 
Number: I6233 ISBN 978 92 5109 453 2 This book 
describes the results of 13 case studies on city region 
food systems and food waste management. It provides 
lessons learned on the institutionalisation of city region 
food policies and programmes; provisioning of national 
and legal frameworks embedding city region food sys-
tems in broader legislation, on strengthening of coor-
dination and collaboration across horizontal and verti-
cal government levels, and on design of specific pro-
grammes and policies for sustainable city region food 
systems.
The future of food and agriculture. Rome: Food 
and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations. 
2017; 164 p. Job Number: I6881 ISBN 978 92 5109 
551 5 This report presents a summary of the challenges 
that agriculture and food systems are currently facing 
and will face into the 21st century. Analysis of 15 global 
trends provides insight into what is at stake and what 
needs to be done. Most of the trends are strongly in-
terdependent and combine to inform a set of 10 chal-
lenges to achieving food security and nutrition for all 
and making agriculture sustainable. ‘Business-as-usual’ 
is not an option. Major transformations in agricultural 
systems, rural economies and natural resource manage-
ment will be needed if we are to realize the full potential 
of food and agriculture to ensure a secure and healthy 
future for all people and the entire planet. 
Whole Genome Sequencing (WGS) for food safe-
ty. Rome: Food and Agriculture Organization of the 
United Nations. Highlights June 2016. Job Number: 
I5790 Food safety is a global concern and the current 
estimated global burden of foodborne disease from 
microbiological food safety problem and the related 
social and economic costs remain unacceptably high. 
Some newly emerging tools that can be useful in man-
aging such food safety problems have become increas-
ingly sophisticated. Yet challenges remain in outbreak 
investigations, in linking illness to particular foods in 
ensuring the appropriate products are recalled. Whole 
Genome Sequencing (WGS) is one of such tools that 
offers great potential for various food safety regulatory 
activities including food inspection, outbreak detection/
investigation and studies on antimicrobial resistance. 
Such benefits would significantly contribute to protect-
ing public health and food security as it eventually saves 
lives and prevents economic losses and food waste from 
incorrect or imprecise implications of wrong products 
and commodities. However, while several industrialized 
countries have been moving forward with WGS for food 
safety management, its application, particularly in de-
veloping and transitional countries, is limited. 
Understanding Ebola Virus at the animal-human 
interface. Summary report of the technical meet-
ing - Rome, Italy. 19-20 January 2016. Rome: Food 
and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations. 
2016; 26 p. (FAO Animal Production and Health Report; 
10). ISBN 978 92 5109 237 8 The Technical Meeting 
was convened by FAO to determine the current status 
of the scientific knowledge on Ebola Viruses (EBOV), 
identify the major gaps that require further research 
studies, in order to better understand the disease dy-
namics at the interface between animals and humans, 
identify factors that potentiate the emergence, trans-
mission and spread of EBOV, and develop practical and 
realistic approaches to better prevent and minimize the 
impacts of this virus. It was also aimed at fostering col-
laborations and partnerships between institutions and 
organizations working on Ebola viruses at the human-
animal interface. 
INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL FOR SCIENCE 
(ICSU)
A guide to SDG interactions: from science to im-
plementation. Paris: International Council for Science 
(ICSU). 2017; 236 p. The report examines the inter-
actions between the various goals and targets, deter-
mining to what extent they reinforce or conflict with 
each other. It provides a blueprint to help countries 
implement and achieve the Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs). Countries around the world are faced 
with a significant challenge: How can they reach the 
17 SDGs – and 169 targets that sit underneath these 
goals – by 2030? The SDGs, which were adopted by 
the international community in 2015, cover a diverse 
range of issues including gender equity, sustainable cit-
ies, access to clean water, and good governance. It is 
a big, unwieldly, ambitious agenda that – if it is suc-
cessfully implemented – could set the world on a course 
toward inclusive, sustainable development. The report 
proposes a seven-point scale to quantify these synergies 
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and conflicts. The scale ranges from +3, which applies 
when one goal or target is very reinforcing of others, to 
-3, which applies when goals and targets conflict with 
each other. A score of 0 indicates neutral interaction.
INTERNATIONAL LABOUR 
ORGANIZATION (ILO)
Non-standard employment around the world: Un-
derstanding challenges, shaping prospects. Gene-
va: International Labour Office. 2016 ISBN 978 92 213 
0385 5 Non-standard forms of employment (hereinaf-
ter “non-standard employment”, or “NSE”) have be-
come a contemporary feature of labour markets around 
the world. Their overall importance has increased over 
the past few decades in both industrialized and devel-
oping countries, as their use has become more wide-
spread across economic sectors and occupations. NSE 
comprises four different employment arrangements 
that deviate from the “standard employment relation-
ship”, understood as work that is full time, indefinite, 
as well as part of a subordinate relationship between an 
employee and an employer. For some, working in NSE 
is an explicit choice and has positive outcomes. How-
ever, for most workers, employment in NSE is associ-
ated with insecurity. NSE can also pose challenges for 
enterprises, the overall performance of labour markets 
and economies as well as societies at large. This report 
details trends and consequences of NSE and draws on 
international labour standards and national experience 
to advance policy recommendations that help to ensure 
protection of workers, sustainable enterprises and well-
functioning labour markets.
ORGANISATION FOR ECONOMIC CO-
OPERATION AND DEVELOPMENT (OECD)
Csápo B, Funke J. (Eds). The nature of problem 
solving. Using research to inspire 21st century 
learning. Paris: Centre for Educational Research and 
Innovation, OECD (Educational Research and Innova-
tion) OECD Publishing. April 11, 2017; 272 p. ISBN: 
978 92 6427 395 5 doi:10.1787/9789264273955-en 
Solving non-routine problems is a key competence in 
a world full of changes, uncertainty and surprise where 
we strive to achieve so many ambitious goals. But the 
world is also full of solutions because of the extraor-
dinary competences of humans who search for and 
find them. We must explore the world around us in a 
thoughtful way, acquire knowledge about unknown 
situations efficiently, and apply new and existing knowl-
edge creatively. The Nature of Problem Solving pre-
sents the background and the main ideas behind the 
development of the PISA 2012 assessment of problem 
solving, as well as results from research collaborations 
that originated within the group of experts who guided 
the development of this assessment. It illustrates the 
past, present and future of problem-solving research 
and how this research is helping educators prepare stu-
dents to navigate an increasingly uncertain, volatile and 
ambiguous world.
The next production revolution. Implications 
for governments and business. Paris: OECD. 
May 10, 2017; 444 p. ISBN: 978 92 6427 115 9 
doi:10.1787/9789264271036-en This publication ex-
amines the opportunities and challenges, for business 
and government, associated with technologies bringing 
about the “next production revolution”. These include 
a variety of digital technologies (e.g. the Internet of 
Things and advanced robotics), industrial biotechnol-
ogy, 3D printing, new materials and nanotechnology. 
Some of these technologies are already used in produc-
tion, while others will be available in the near future. 
All are developing rapidly. As these technologies trans-
form the production and the distribution of goods and 
services, they will have far-reaching consequences for 
productivity, skills, income distribution, well-being and 
the environment. The more that governments and firms 
understand how production could develop in the near 
future, the better placed they will be to address the risks 
and reap the benefits.
Communication on the safety case for a deep geolog-
ical repository. Paris: Nuclear Energy Agency, OECD 
April 26, 2017; 87 p. (Radioactive waste management Series) 
ISBN: 978 92 6427 415 0 doi:10.1787/9789264274150-
en Communication has a specific role to play in the 
development of deep geological repositories. Building 
trust with the stakeholders involved in this process, par-
ticularly within the local community, is key for effective 
communication between the authorities and the public. 
There are also clear benefits to having technical experts 
hone their communication skills and having communi-
cation experts integrated into the development process. 
This report has compiled lessons from both failures and 
successes in communicating technical information to 
non-technical audiences. It addresses two key questions 
in particular: what is the experience base concerning 
the effectiveness or non-effectiveness of different tools 
for communicating safety case results to a non-technical 
audience and how can communication based on this 
experience be improved and included into a safety case 
development effort from the beginning?
WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION (WHO)
Guide to introducing HPV vaccine into national 
immunization programmes. Geneva: World Health 
Organization. 2017; 104 p. Sw.fr. 30.00/US $ 36.00 Or-
der number: 19300354 ISBN 978 92 4154 976 9 This 
document is intended for use by national immuniza-
tion programme managers and immunization partners 
involved in providing implementation support to coun-
tries. The specific objectives of this guide are: to inform 
the policy discussions and operational aspects for the 
introduction of HPV vaccine into a national immuniza-
tion programme; and to provide up-to-date references 
on the global policy, as well as the technical and strate-
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gic issues related to the introduction of HPV vaccine 
into a national immunization programme.
Strategizing national health in the 21st century: 
a handbook. Geneva: World Health Organization. 
2017; 705 p. Sw.fr. 90.00/US $ 108.00 Order number: 
11500935 ISBN 978 92 4154 974 5 This handbook is 
designed as a resource for providing up-to-date and 
practical guidance on national health planning and 
strategizing for health. It establishes a set of best prac-
tices to support strategic plans for health and represents 
the wealth of experience accumulated by WHO on na-
tional health policies, strategies and plans (NHPSPs). 
WHO has been one of the leading organizations to 
support countries in the development of NHPSPs. The 
focus on improving plans has grown in recent years, in 
recognition of the benefits of anchoring a strong na-
tional health sector in a written vision based on partici-
pation, analysis, and evidence. 
World Malaria Report 2016. Geneva: World Health 
Organization. 2017; 184 p. Sw.fr. 40.00/US $ 48.00 
Order number: 11509740 ISBN 978 92 4151 171 1 
The World Malaria Report 2016 summarizes infor-
mation received from malaria-endemic countries and 
other sources, and updates the analyses presented in 
the 2015 report. It is WHO’s flagship malaria publica-
tion, released each year in December. It assesses global 
and regional malaria trends, highlights progress towards 
global targets, and describes opportunities and chal-
lenges in controlling and eliminating the disease. Most 
of the data presented in this report is for 2015.
WHO global model regulatory framework for 
medical devices including in vitro diagnostic med-
ical devices. Geneva: World Health Organization. 
2017; 72 p. Sw.fr. 25.00/US $ 30.00 Order number: 
19300367 ISBN 978 92 4151 235 0 The Model recom-
mends guiding principles, harmonized definitions and 
specifies the attributes of effective and efficient regula-
tion, to be embodied within binding and enforceable 
law. The Model is particularly relevant for WHO Mem-
ber States with little or no regulation for medical devic-
es currently in place but with the ambition to improve 
this situation. It is written for the legislative, executive 
and regulatory branches of government as they develop 
and establish a system of medical devices regulation. 
It describes the role and responsibilities of a country’s 
regulatory authority for implementing and enforcing 
the regulations. Also, it describes circumstances in 
which a regulatory authority may either “rely on”, or 
“recognize” the work products from trusted regulatory 
sources (such as scientific assessments, audit and in-
spection reports) or from the WHO Prequalification 
Team. The Model outlines a general approach but can-
not provide country-specific guidance on implementa-
tion. While it does not offer detailed guidance on regu-
latory topics it contains references to relevant docu-
ments where further information may be found. It does 
not detail responsibilities of other stakeholders such as 
manufacturers, distributors, procurement agencies and 
health-care professionals, all of whom have roles in as-
suring the quality, safety and performance of medical 
devices. 
